IB- History of the Americas

Holleran

Criterion for assessment 1
World War I – Causes

Points: 20   

Long, and Short Term Causes:

Pretext-

WWI was to be “the war to end all wars.”

Fought to preserve peace, stability, and freedom

Most nations claimed to be acting in defense

Long Term Causes:
(17)
(5) System of Alliances- (Balance of power, Triple Alliance, Triple Entente, formation of Central, Allied powers)
(5) Increasing European Nationalism- (Rise of Germany, French resentment, British rivalry, Balkan Pan-Slavism, 



             Russian Pan-Slavism)
(4) Increasing Militarism-
· Pre war troop build up, Arms race, Naval competition(England, Germany) military power as source of power/ prestige, glorification of war
(3) Imperial competition-
· Economic rivalries, desire for expanded markets and power (Balkan Wars, Moroccan Crisis, Bosnian Crisis), need for resources/troops, Social Darwinism

Short Term Causes (immediate):
  (3)
(2) Assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand by Slavic nationalists
(1) Harsh demands made on Serbia by Austrian-Hungarian Empire

· Schlieffen Plan- entry of England

