Mr.  Shepard/Miss Groff 
2013-2014
U.S. History and Government 

(11R) 
Course Overview
During the eleventh grade year, students will study the time period from the American Revolution to the present day.  Areas of emphasis will be: 

1. Forming Our Nation (Revolutionary War and Constitutional Foundations)
2. Destroying Our Nation (Westward Expansion to Civil War)
3. Mending a Tattered Nation with the Benjamin’s Reconstruction to Industrialization
4. Changing Times (Progressive Movement to World War I)
5. Boom to Bust to War (Prosperity and Depression to WWII)
6. Some Like it Hot, Some Like it Cold (Cold War to 1968)
7. Modern Day (End of Vietnam-Present)
Students will be expected to analyze primary documents, write DBQ essays and thematic essays in preparation for the New York State Regents exam that will be given in June.  
Aims
   The aim of this class is to promote:

1. the acquisition and understanding of American history.
2. a developing appreciation and understanding of people living in a variety of places at different times.
3. a better understanding of the present through an understanding of the past.
4. an ability to use and communicate historical knowledge and understanding.
5. a lasting interest in history. 
Goals/Objectives
By taking this course students will be expected to:

1. demonstrate historical understanding of American history. 

2. explain different interpretations of historical knowledge.

3. place events in their historical context.

4. explain the causes and effects of historical events.

5. present arguments that are clear, coherent, relevant and well substantiated.

Grading Policy
· Unit Tests (20%):  Students will be required to complete a multiple-choice test of about 30-50 questions for every unit of study.  The test questions will be based on material covered in class. Multiple-choice practice is available on www.schoolisland.com or www.regentsprep.org.
· Quizzes (20%):  Students will have a close book quiz the last day of every week either on their vocabulary words or what we have covered in class. (Quizzes will be announced at least two full class days in advance.  Furthermore students will have an open notebook quiz at my discretion, students will not be told about this until they enter the room.   
· Writing Assignments (20%):  Students will also be required to complete a variety writing assignment (either during class or outside of class) for every unit of study.  If it is an in-class writing assignment then students will be provided the topic beforehand so students can prepare on their own.  These writing assignments may include any of the following:
· Regents-style thematic essays

· Regents-style-DBQs

· Assignments for Homework (20%):  At the end of every week students are required to bring in a typed current event (Assignment directions/expectations will be given out). Occasionally, students will also be required to complete other assignments for homework.  The majority of the time will be given class time to begin their homework.    These assignments may include any of the following: 
· Regents-style thematic essays

· Regents-style DBQs

· Worksheets

· Mini projects

· Current Events due the last day of the week
· Question packets, etc. 
· Cooperative Activities and Projects (10%):  As time allows, students will have the opportunity to work cooperatively on some projects.  These may include:
· debates

· cooperative essays

· teach the class activities

· class presentations  

· Participation (10%):  Participation in class will not be officially documented for a grade.  However, this is a discussion-based course, and participation can only benefit you in terms of your understanding of the content and in your interest in the course.  It will also show your instructor that you care about your learning and are trying your best. At the end of each marking period each student will have the opportunity to assess their performance by grading their effort and production in class.  This grade can be evaluated and changed at the teachers discretion.   
Class Rules and Expectations
· Preparedness:  Students are required to bring the following materials to class everyday:

· Writing utensil

· Notebook (including notes on reading assignments and class notes)

· Absence Policy:  Students will be responsible for all missed work.  If a student is absent on the day that a particular assignment is due or on the day of a test, they will make it up on the day of their return.  If an assignment was given out on the day a student was absent, the student will have one extra day to complete it (except in cases of extended absence).  It is the students responsibility to ask the teacher what he or she missed.  
· Tardy Policy:  Students should always come to class on time.  If they are not in their seats by the time the bell rings, they are considered tardy.  Detention will be assigned for every third tardy.

· Electronic Devices:  Students should not bring any electronic devices (cell-phones, I-pods, calculators, MP3 players, etc.) to class for any reason.  Failure to comply with this policy will result in the confiscation of the device until the end of the day.

· Academic Honesty:  Any cases of academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating, etc.) will result in an automatic zero for the assignment.  In addition, parents and the WHS administrators will be contacted.

· Late Work:  Late work will be accepted with the following penalties:

· first day late = --20 points
· third day late = -30 points 

· no assignment will be accepted after the third day
****The number one goal of this class is for you to be successful.  Remember, you will get out of this course what you are willing to put into it.  If any of you ever have any concerns I will be more than willing to help.  You can meet with me after school Mondays-Thursdays 2:45pm -3:15 pm or by appointment.  You may also feel free to email me at jshepard@cppmail.com or Mrs. Groff at jgroff@cppmail.com****  
Please read this course outline and return this slip.

Student Name____________________
Student Signature____________________

Student email____________________

Parent/Guardian Name____________________


Parent/Guardian Signature____________________

Parent/Guardian email____________________

Throughout the course of the school year we may be watching clips from, Saving Private Ryan, The Pacific, The Patriot, Mississippi Burning and The Patriot.  Due their R rating it is required that you give your son or daughter written permission to view these movies. Please do so on the line below.  

I, _______________________________________________, give permission for 

________________________________________ to view the movies listed above.    

