PART FOURTEEN
THE SECTIONAL CRISIS

h 14-1 William Lloyd Garrison, from The Liberator {f831)

William Lloyd Garrison was among the most prominent abolitionists and his long running paper “The
Liberator” was a bastion of abolitionist thought and agitation. An opponent of gradual emancipation of
slaves, Garrison spoke for immediate abolition. Often threatened, harassed, and abused, Garrison con-
tinued his fiery rhetoric even to the point of burning copies of the Constitution at public meetings. This
document reveals the general apathy an even hostility of most northerners on the issue of slavery.

During my recent tour for the purpose of exciting the minds of the people by a series of discourses on the subject of
slavery, every place that I visited gave fresh evidence of the fact that a great revolution in public sentiment was to be
effected in the free states-and particularly in New England-than at the South. I find contempt more bitter, opposition more
active, detraction more relentless, prejudice more stubborn, and apathy more frozen, than among slaveowners themselves.
Of course, there were individual exceptions to the contrary.

This state of things afflicted but did not dishearten me. I determined, at every hazard, to lift up the standard of
emancipation in the eyes of the nation, within sight of Bunker Hill and in the birthplace of liberty. That standard is now
unfurled; and long may it float, unhurt by the spoliations of time or the missiles of a desperate foe-yea, till every chain be
broken, and every bondman set free! Let Southern oppressors tremble-let all the enemies of the persecuted blacks tremble.

Assenting to the “self-evident truth” maintained in the American Declaration of Independence “that all men are
created equal, and endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights-among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness,” I shall strenuously contend for the immediate enfranchisement of our slave population. . . . In Park Street
Church, on the Fourth of July, 1829, in an address on slavery, I unreflectingly assented to the popular but pernicious doc-
trine of gradual abolition. I seize this opportunity to make a full and unequivocal recantation, and thus publicly to ask
pardon of my God, of my country, and of my brethren the poor slaves, for having uttered a sentiment so full of timidity,
injustice, and absurdity. . . .

I am aware that many object to the severity of my language; but is there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh
as truth, and as uncompromising as justice. On this subject I do not wish to think, or speak, or write, with moderation. No!
No! Tell a man whose house is on fire to give a moderate alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the hands of
the ravisher; tell the mother to gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which it has fallen-but urge me not to use
moderation in a cause like the present. I am in earnest-will not equivocate-I will not excuse-I will not retreat in a single
inch-and I will be heard. The apathy of the people is enough to make every statue leap from its pedestal, and to hasten the
resurrection of the dead.

It is pretended that I am retarding the cause of emancipation by the coarseness of my invective and the precipi-
tancy of my measures. The charge is not true. On this question my influence-humble as it is-is felt at this moment to a con-

siderable extent, and shall be felt in coming years-not perniciously, but beneficially-not as a curse, but as a blessing. And
posterity will bear testimony that I was right.

1. What are Garrison's observations regarding public sentiment about slavery in America?
2. How does Garrison justify his bold stand on slavery and his proposal for inmediate abolition?

14-2 Harriet Beecher Stowe, from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)

Although she authored several books on New England, Harriet Beacher Stowe was best known for her
portrayal of slavery in Uncle Tom's Cabin. The daughter of the most important Puritan preacher of her
day, Stowe had a long concern with humanitarian causes. The death of one of Stowe’s children
prompted her to become involved with the abolitionist movement. Uncle Tom's Cabin outraged the
south and solidified the anti-slavery movement in the north. Some even feel the book was one of the fac-
tors that brought on the Civil war. The following section finds Uncle Tom, recently purchased by the cruel
Simon Legree, on his way to Legree's plantation.

“And now,” said Legree, “come here, you Tom. You see, I telled ye I didn’t buy ye jest for the common work. I mean to
promote ye, and make a driver of ye; and tonight ye may jest as well begin to get ye hand in. Now, ye jest take this yer
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gal and flog her; ye've seen enough on’t [of it] to know how.” “I beg Mas'r’ pardon,” said Tom; “hopes Mas't won't set me
at that. It’s what I an’t used to-never did-and can’t do, no way possible.”

“Ye’ll larn a pretty smart chance of things ye never did know, before I've done with ye!” said Legree, taking up
a cowhide and striking Tom a heavy blow across the cheek, and following up the infliction by a shower of blows.

“There!” he said, as he stopped to rest; “now, will ye tell me ye can't do it?”

“Yes, Mas'r,” said Tom, putting up his hand, to wipe the blood that trickled down his face. “I'm willin’ to work,
night and day, and work while there’s life and breath in me. But this yer thing I can’t feel it right to do; and, Mas'r, I never
shall do it-never!”

Tom had a remarkably smooth, soft voice, and a habitually respectful manner that had given Legree an idea that
he would be cowardly and easily subdued. When he spoke these last words, a thrill of amazement went through everyone,
The poor woman clasped her hands and said, “O Lord!” and everyone involuntarily looked at each other and drew in their
breath, as if to prepare for the storm that was about to burst.

Legree looked stupefied and confounded; but at last burst forth: “What! Ye blasted black beast! Tell me ye don’t
think it right to do what I tell ye! What have any of you cussed cattle to do with thinking what’s right? I'll put a stop to
it! Why, what do ye think ye are? May be ye think ye’re a gentleman, master Tom, to be a telling your master what’s right,
and what an’t! So you pretend it’s wrong to flog the gal!” E

“[ think so, Mas'r,” said Tom; “the poor crittur’s sick and feeble; ‘twould be downright cruel, and it’s what I
never will do, nor begin to. Mas'r, if you mean to kill me, kill me; but, as to my raising my hand again any one here, I never .
shall-I’ll die first!”

Tom spoke in a mild voice, but with a decision that could not be mistaken. Legree shook with anger; his greenish.
eyes glared fiercely, and his very whiskers seemed to curl with passion. But, like some ferocious beast, that plays with its
victim before he devours it, he kept back his strong impulse to proceed to immediate violence, and broke out into bitterly
raillery.

“Well, here’s a pious dog, at last, let down among us sinners-a saint, a gentleman, and no less, to talk to us sin-
ners about our sins! Powerful holy crittur, he must be! Here, you rascal, you make believe to be so pious-didn’t you never
hear, out of yer Bible, ‘Servants, obey yer masters’? An’t I yer master? Didn’t I pay down twelve hundred dollars, cash,
for all there is inside yer old cussed black shell? An’t yer mine, now, body and soul?” he said, giving Tom:a violent kick

with his heavy boot; “tell me!” -

In the very depth of physical suffering, bowed by brutal oppression, this question shot a gleam of joy an triumph
through Tom’s soul. He suddenly stretched himself up, and, looking earnestly to heaven, while the tears and blood that
flowed down his face mingled, he exclaimed, “ No! no! no! my soul an’t yours, Mas’r! You haven’t bought it-ye can’t buy
it! It’s been bought and paid for by One that is able to keep it. No matter, no matter, you can’t harm me!” :

“I can’t!” said Legree, with a sneer; “we’ll see-we'll see! Here Sambo, Quimbo, give this dog such a breakin’ in:
as he won’t get over this month!”

The two gigantic Negroes that now laid hold of Tom, with fiendish exultation in their faces, might have formed:
no unapt personification of powers of darkness. The poor woman screamed with apprehension, and all rose, as by a gen-
eral impulse, while they dragged him unresisting from the place. 1

1. Describe the view of slavery portrayed in this selection from Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

2. What characteristics does Legree possess and what actions does he do that are symbolic of the
practice of slavery?

3. How is Tom a symbol of the moral strength and spirit of slaves?

14-3 National Convention of Colored People, Report on Abolition (1847)

During the 1830's a movement of Free African Americans emerged calling on their population to take the
lead in abolition arguing that they could not rely on the white population to achieve the end of slavery:
In this document, the pervasive nature of slavery is described to counter the common northern view tha
slavery was restricted to a few plantation owners in the South. Free speech, truth and unity are urge?
as methods of achieving abolition of slavery.

The Committee appointed to draft a Report respecting the best means of abolishing Slavery and destroying Caste i "hé
United States, beg leave most respectfully to Report: That they have had the important subjects referred to them, under corn
sideration, and have carefully endeavored to examine all their points and bearings to the best of their ability; and from €ve
view they have been able to take they have arrived at the conclusion that the best means of abolishing slavery is prmlli
mation of truth, and that the best means of destroying caste is the mental, moral and industrial improvement of our peoP
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